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B T HE 
15TANDING ARMY 
? Impartially conſidered by a 


Member of Parliament, 


1 
1 
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* the Adminiſtration, having 
long ſince ſtopped their 
| Ears to Argument, and de- 
termined never to liſten to 
* Neaſon, I deſire they will 
1 imagine that I addreſs myſelf to them. 
I appeal to thoſe who are more impartial 
Judges of both, The Commons of England. 
To theſe then I think it my Duty, as one 
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of their Repreſentatives, to give an Ac- 
count of my Conduct in Parliament : Fo 
their Cenſure, or their Approbation, I re- 
fer myſelf, by acquainting them upon what 
Grounds I proceeded when I uſed that 
Power which they have devolved upon me, 


in voting for the Standing Army. 


I think myſelf the more obliged to do 


it, as this is made the principal Topick 
of Clamour ; as it is more . particularly 


made uſe of to perfuade the People that 


their Intereſts are abandoned by the Legi- 8 
ſlature; and as it is the Point by which 


the Enemies of the Nation and Govern— 


ment have puſhed their Attack with the 


greateſt Ai duity, and the moſt fatal 
Succeſs. 


THE Method that is taken to alarm 


the People upon this Head, is to bring 
them numerous Examples out of antient 
and modern Hiſtory, particularly out of 


the Roman, of the Calamities that they 


ſay have fallen on other Countries by 


the Maintenance of a Standing Army. 
* They 
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They pretend chat all Nations, and more 
remarkably that, have loſt their Liberties 
by this Means ; and they draw Parallels 
between the former Circumſtances of hat 
Country, and the preſent Condition of 
bur OWN, 


ON the other Hand, I ſhall lay down 
two Poſitions, which I ſhall endeavour to 
prove: One, That the Roman Common- 
wealth did not loſe its Liberties from that 


Cauſe; the other, That the Circumſtances 
of that Country were widely different 
from thoſe of our own. My Obſervations 


will chiefly relate to their Government, as 
that has ſupplied them principally with 


Matter on this Subject, 


IN order therefore to clear up theſe 


i two Propoſitions, J ſhall beg leave to look 


| back a little to the early Times of that 
mighty Empire. We ſhall find that even 


then, long before they maintained a Stand- 
ing Force, their Calamities were as great 


as after. They were perpetually haraſſed 


with Attempts againſt their Liberties, car- 


B 2. riod 


{i 
N 


1 
ih 


1 


0 —— 
— 


5 — — a 
Ig ITY _ 
_— Aa wa” 


12222322. — — 
n "5. "ge DIES 


- r * 
= © 


—__—w———— e . Er 
> < 1 — "<P > 72 — a — 2 


K ͤ one — mT” by 
— . I a 1 V4. 


— 2 — — — — —— . ̃ — out Ros. A a__ 
r ia WT * - 


— —— 
Pe ww, 


— —̃ œEůñ—— Ä 
12 — 
Dog Ae 


— = OP err HO IR. — 2 — 
* - — 32 — — 
* 5 „& — * 


tied on 6 Aches by /ingle Men, as the Me: 


— * 
> _ — * Wa 2 
E p 
- 
. 


* g ” — N 2 

3 a 1 — = <> 

. ͤ OW oo tn rs cy PIs N 
. 


— T Sc a ones 
2 * 1 


68) 


linss, Manlius s, Gc. or by the whole 


Body of the Patricians. They were dai- 


ly diſturbed by Clamours and Sedition, 
which rendered the very Liberty for which 


they ſiraggled, as intolerable as Jervitude 
itſelf. 


As we deſcend lower, as that Com- 
wealth increaſed, and conſequently as 
Corruption grew ſtronger, we find that 


Abilities to reſiſt them inſenſibly grew 
weaker, Aſter the laſt Punick War, Rome 


roſe to be the Miſtreſs of the World, and 


and every private Member of the Com- 
monwealth imagined himſelf a Prince. 
Their Pride naturally produced Ambition, 
and Ambition ſtirred up Marius againſt 


Hl, Pompey againſt Ceſar, or rather 


raiſed them 40 againſt their Country, till 
at length, unable to withſtand Corruption 


longer, it fell a Prey to the * of thoſe 


four Competitors. 
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theſe Attacks againſt the Liberties of the 
People became more frequent, and their 


i 1 
I this ſecond Period, the Calami- 
1 ties of Rome are more ſtrongly aſcribed 
ro the Army. It is pretended, that this 
great Revolution, the Change of the Re- 
 publican into the Monarchical Government, 
was brought about by the Army. Ir is 
aſſerted, that that People were plunged from 
a State of — into that of Slavery, by 
the e 5 


I fall. confeſs chat this Revolution 
was effected by the Army; but I muſt 
ſay on the other Hand, that it was not 
cauſed by it. The true Occaſion was the 
intolerable Ambition and Corruption of the 
Citizens of Rome, that antient Pane of 
Government, that Infirmity exiſting in 
„ all rerreſtrial Conſtitutions, which hinders 
their Duration from being perpetual. All 
r Commoawealths degenerate into Monar- 
1! 3 chies, and this had indubitably been irs Fate 


2 (and that perhaps much ſooner) if there 
e had been no Standing Army. The Cata- 


line Conſpiracy ſtruck as deep at the Li- 
betrties of Rome, tho' the Army wes not 
NI engaged 
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Freedom of their Country. 


laſt Period of this powerful Empire, that 


( 10) 
engaged in it; fo far from it, that it was 
the Army, and the Army more than Ci- 
cero's Care, that ſaved for that Time the 


WHEN we look into the third and 


Space of Time contained between the Uſur- 
pation of Julius Ceſar and the Reign of the 
laſt Emperor Auguſtulus; we behold a Scene 
of Blood and Murder, Deſolation and Ra- 
pine, no where to be parallelled in Hiſ- 
tory. We view the moſt glorious Go» 
vernment in the World, as it were on its 
Death - Bed, in its laſt Agonies. And 
what is more to the Point, we ſee the 
Army concerned in all this lamentable 


| Proceſs, and e orrupt to the higheſt Degree; 


but then we ſee them concerned in the 
Preſervation of their Country, as well as 
in the Diſturbancè of it, We ſee "them cor- 
rupt, but corrupt not from their own Na- 


| ture, but from the general Infection. 


WHEN Governments decay, when 


their Courage droops, when that Virtue 


which 
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which firſt raiſed them, is changed into 
Self-Intereſt, Corruption and Ambition; 
then every Step that can be taken to 
patch up the bleeding Conſtitution, every 
Meaſure that can be entered into with a 
View 'of reſtoring it to its former Vigour, 
every Expedient that can be attempted to 
prevent the impending Calamity, ſerves 
only to hinder its expiring for a few Mo- 
ments, and proves in the End itſelf a 
Means to effect irs Deſtruction. 


THE Roman Sus was thus far the 
Ruin of the Roman Empire : It was one 
of the Inſtruments that Time made uſe 
of to that End. But the ſame Time had 


brought the ſame Thing to paſs, without 


that Inſtrument. The only Difference 
conſiſted in his, that it had been over- 
whelmed by the Gorhs and Vandals ſome 


Ages ſooner, if no Army had inter- 
Weg. 


FROM what has ht * ſaid, 
1 think my firſt Poſition has been ſuffici- 


_ ently illuſtrated, viz, That the Roman 


Common- 


Commonwealth loſt not its Liberty by its 
Army. It appears, that its Misfortunes 


16 


were purely owing to the Viciſſitude of 
human Affairs. And it is evident, 
that the Standing Force contributed ra- 
ther to its ws than its Diffolu- 
FOR. 


T ſhall now 3 myſelf to the Crt! 
mination of my ſecond Propoſition ; That 


the Circumſtances of that Republick 
were widely different from thoſe of our 


Ole | 


| FROM which prog. tion 1 I this 


Advantage, To convince zhoſe who may 


not be already convinced by my former 
Arguments, that a Standing Army is not 
at this Time dangerous to our Liberties. 
For though we ſhould allow, contrary to 
what J think I have proved, that the Ro- 
man Commonwealth was ruined by an 
Army ; yet it will ſo plainly appear by 


what follows, that our Condition is die- 


rent from theirs, that even in that Caſe it 
will be no kind of Conſequence, that we 
ought 


a 
ought ro entertain any Apprehenſiotis 
from it. 


fN the firſt Place; If we confidet 
their Conſtitution before the Subverſion of 
It by Cæſar, we find it Republican; whereas 
ours is Monarchical : And this makes a 
prodigious Difference with reſpect to the 
Point in Queſtion. In Republicks ( as I 
have obſerved before) there is a natural 
Tendency to Monarchy, ant] as ſoon. as 
any ont Member, by any Means, breaks 
through that Equality which is eſſential rs 
that kind of Government, riſes td a higher 
Point than the reſt of his Fellow Citizens; 
he leaps with Fife into the Seat of Mo- 
narcy, which ſeldom is limited, ſeldom 
favourable to the Liberties of a People, 
when introduced in that erregular Man- 
her. Om 


AN Army therefore is dangerous to 
Conſtititiont of this kind, ſincè it furniſhes 
Opportunities to particular Perions of 
raiſing themſelves to that uncqual Height 
have juſt now mentioned. = 
0 BUT 
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| BU T in Monarc bies the Caſe is in no 
reſpect the ſame; no General can by any 
1 means climb ſo high; he muſt always 
i have ſtill one above him, whoſe Authority 
iM muſt be greater than his own. There will 
tf be always one who will ſhare his Glory 1 
11'S wich him; who, though he has no Merit 
in them, will reap the Benefit of all his 
Actions. The Government of England © 
was never Republican but once, and then, 
Indeed, it ſuffered by the Army; but it 
ſuffered only becauſe it was a Republick : 

That vety Army which was then ſo turbu- 
lent, ſince the Reſtoration of our old Con- | 
iff ſtitution, has been ever quiet and govern- 
I! able, never giving us Occaſion to appre- 
| N any ching from them. 0 
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. WHEN the — Commonwealth 
| was transformed into a Monarchy, 
(118 there were other Circumſtances . which 
j rendered irs Condition entirely different 
lil from ours: For (beſides its Corruption, 


j 0 its reſtleſs Spirit, and its Deſire of Change, 
| 
ja 


which I have alrcady obſerved, and I can- 
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not too oſten obſerve, to be the Root of 
all publick Calamities) the vaſt Extent 
of its Dominions, the Power of its Pro- 


vinces, and the Diſtance of thoſe Provinces 


from their Head, not only obliged it to 
maintain an immoderate Standing Force, 
but prodigiouſly expoſed it to the Ambi- 


tion of every ſingle General; any ill de- 


Goning Man might couch his evil Inten- 
tion, and diſguiſe his Military Prepara- 
tions under the /ſpeczons Pretence of ſome 
new Rebellion, {ome intended Plot in the 
Province he commanded : Nor could his 
| wat Deſign be diſcovered at fo great a 
© Diſtance, 'till he had put himſelf and his 
Affairs into ſuch a Poſture as to be abls 
to contend for Empire, | 


ANOTHER Circumftance which greatly 
\ favoured theſe frequent Revolutions, was, 
that the Empire was hereditary in no one 


particular Family. The Scepter had been 
1 © rofſed from one Hand to another, and had 


never continued long enough in one Line 
2 the People to have acquired any At- 
tachment to one more than to another. 
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This render'd it indifferont to them wha 
obtained the Throne, and made it leſs 


difficult for any private Man to procure 
it. . 


O X the other Hand, « our Ciepumſtances : 


are nor parallel ro theſe in any one Re- 
ſpect. I am ſenſible thar ſome have 
inſinuated our Corruption and Ambition 
to be as great: But who is it that al- 
ſerts it? How is it proved It is aſſerted 
by thoſe who are notorious ſor Ambition 
and Corryptzon themſelves. Ir is proved 
only by their own Example. I muſt con- 


cls that we have Inſtances of this Vice 


D in its moſt glaring Colours; That Ambi- 


Tian, with all its direful Train of Paſſi ons 
Calumny and Detraction, Malice an 
Envy, Hatred and Revenge, Falſhogd, 
pretended Patriotiſm, and Treaſon, hay 


made its Appearance with as much Af- 


ſurance in this as in any precedent Age, 
But, Thanks to Heaven! its Followers 
are few, marked out to publick View, 
deſpiſed, abhor'd; abandoned by all 


Nen of Senſe and Prudence, of Probiry, 
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4 Fang Honour, in the ſame % Degree ag 
they themſelves are given up to their 


L Crimes; and conſequently as little to be 
Fear d, as they deſerve to be een d. 


IN a Diſpute which like this is main- 


tain d ſingly by an Ipſe dixit, no other 


kind of Arguments are requiſire to defend 
one Side of the Queſtion, than are made 
| uſe of on the other. My poſitive Aſſer- 
1 ion, therefore, that what has been inſi- 
rnuated of this Nature is Fulſe, might have 
as juſt a Weight as their bold. Allegations 
to the contrary. But J ſcorn to employ 
Lepa myſelf, the Uſe of which I con- 


enn in others. I ſhall therefore make 
ne Obſervation, which will be ſufficient 


Te to expoſe the Falſhood of that affectio- 
1 nate Complaint, thar agreeable Compli- 
ment to rhe Nation, That it is untverſally 
corrupt. | 


THIS Obſervation is, That never 
any Age was ſo produtti ve of Scandal and 
* * Defamation, of Libels and ſeditious Diſ. 

| courſes - the G overnment ; and that 
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(18) 
no Time can afford us ſo many Inſtances if 
Moderation in a Country under thoſe Cir. 1 
cumſtances. The Obſervation is frequent. 
ly made; but the natural Inference from 
it is not fo common. It is the higbeſt 
Proof that our Corruption is not ſuch as 
is pretended ; For the never. failing Con- 

ſequence of Corruption in a People, is an 
Addition of Power and Authority to the 
Prince Which Addition we have as yet 
ſeen no Inſtances of; and we ſhould not 
probably have failed ſeeing ſome, if that 
had been the Caſe, the Provocation ha- 
ving been ſo extravagantly great. 


1 OUR Condition is ſtill more different 
| with relation to the Extent of our Do- 
ih minions. Our Kingdom is happily com- 
0 pPeoſed in ſuch a manner, that the Members 
| are neither too unweildy for the Body, 
nor the Pody too weighty for its Mem- 
| bers. It is formed in ſo juſt a Medium, 
| that it is neither confined within fo nar- 
11118 row Limits, as to be unable to perform 
| with the utmoſt V. gour the Offices of a 
moſt powerful Commonwealth; nor are 
18 
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its Territories ſo extended, as to render it 


1 Tubect to the Infirmities of a vaſt Empire. 


ature itſelf has ſer, Bounds ro our Mo- 
Fe. which hitherto we have Leet, and 
Which as long as we ſhall keep, we can 


pever have Occaſio on, nor can there be poſ- 


eh any Pretence, ſor a Standing Force 
Jo great as to endanger our Libertlics. 


We 
1 9 
1 


1 N dhe laſt inns between our Go- 
Fcrament. and the Roman, conſiſts the 


tet Happineſs of this Nation. Ir is 
Hur Bleſſing, and ſuch a Bleſting as we 
Fan never ſufficiently prize, never be ſuf- 
feiently thankful for, that we bave a ſet- 
led Succeſſion, a Family ſeated on the 


£-rone, and ſuch a Family as no antient 
Pory can parallel, no modern Kingdom 
can boaſt. We have a Prince whoſe nu- 


merous Virtues render him the Darling of 


| "the People: A Prince who can have no 


Temptation to e Rights of his 


Subjects, as he receives all thoſe Advan- 


tages from their juſt Affection, which he 
could propoſe from an ju? Dominion. 


-A Prince, in ſhort, who makes the 
Law 
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FROM what has been ſaid, T think 


Law of cke Land the Rule of his Go: 
vernment ; who had rather hurt his own 
Prerogative, than do any thing thar might 3 
ſavour of arbitrary Power, tho qualified 
at the ſame time to make a People happ) 
even in that State, if Happineſs could be | 
_ conſiſtent with it; 


that an impartial Man may be convinced, 
that the Romanus did not loſe their Liber- - 


ties by a Standing Army, and that or | 


Circumſtances are not in any reſpect the 
ſame with 7heirs, I have ſpent ſome time 
in the Conſideration of theſe two Points, 
becauſe I think they are of Importance 
to expoſe the Weakneſs as well as the 


Unfairneſs of the other Side of the 


Queſtion. 


BUT to ſet the Matter flill in a ce I 


Light, Ler us fot once allow all that 


they aſſert to be true. Let us fot the pre: 


ſent neglect to controvett a Poſition they | 
are ſo extremely fond of That a Stand. 
ing Army is always dangerous Lei 3 

us 


(a) 
us then examine, whether, even in Hat 
Caſe, any Repreſentative of the People 
may be with Juſtice reflected on as an 


| to his Country, who at this timo 
[PR his Vote to maintain it. 
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TH E R E is à Maxim, the Resſönable⸗ 
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1 pate that of tuo Evils we ought to 


chuſe the leaſt. From {this Maxim it ap- 

p pears plainly, that in ſome Turns of Affairs 
the heavieſt Burden may ſeem /ight to a 
Nation; even this odions Thing an Army, 


dieſircable. This may perhaps be our Cale, 
And in order to know whether it is or 
not, we muſt conſider the State of Affairs 


9 both abroad and at home: Both which, as 


far as it relates to the preſent Subject in 


debate, may be done in a few Words. 


ale all our neighbouring Potentates 


1 * 


i 1 a very conſidetable Standing 
17% bs OR 


PM At home we are divided into 
parties; and we have a Popiſß Prerender 
to the Crown, from whoſe Family-Princi- 
| ple, his Religion, and the Manner he muſt 


eome in (if he were to come in at all) 
D We 
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Law of the Land the Rule of his Co. 


vernment ; who had rather hurt his o 
Prerogative, than do any thing that might 
ſavour of arbitrary Power, tho qualified 
at the ſame time to make a People happy © 
even in that State, if Happineſs could be : 


conſiſtent witli it; 


FROM what has been ſaid, I think 
that an impartial Man may be convinced, 
that the Romans did not loſe their Liber- 
ties by a Standing Army, and that ou 
Circumſtances are not in any reſpect the 


Tame with 7hezrs, I have ſpent ſome time 


in the Conſideration of theſe two Points, 
becauſe I think they are of Importance 


to expoſe the Weakneſs as well as the 


Unfairneſs of the other Side of the 
Queſtion. 


BU to ſet the Matter flill in a c, 
Light. Let us fot once allow all tha 
they aſſert to be true. Let us fot the pre. 
ſent negle to controvett a Poſition the 
are ſo extremely fond of ——Thar a Stand. 


ing Arty is always dangerous ——L< | 
us 


( 21 ) 

us then examine, whether, even in at 
Caſe, any Repreſentative of the People 
may be with Juſtice reflected on as an 


3 Enemy to his Country, who at this timo 


gives his Vote to maintain it. 


.TH E RE is © Maxim. the Reaſbnable- 


T | neſs of which no Perion has ever yer diſ- 
5 bees that o 70 eee De Abr 70 


3 © pears plainly, that! in ſome Tir "of Aflairs 
the Heavieſt Burden may ſeem light to a 
* Nation; even this odious Thing an Army, 


def reable, This may perhaps be our Cale, 


And in order to know whether it is or 
not, we mult conſider the State of Affairs 
both abroad and at home: Both which, as 


FE? 65: 


5 nh as it relates ro the preſent Subject in 


BT 
* WY: 


| WES all our neighbouring Ms - 


maintain a very conſiderable Standing 
—— At home we are divided into 


C arties ; and we have a Popiſß Pretender 


to the Crown, from whoſe Family-Princi- 


ple, his Religion, and the Manner he muſt 
eome in (if he were to come in at all) 


Wo 


D We 


5 94 2209. 
we have nothing to expect but Popery and 
1 Arbitrary Pow:®r. 


2 


OU Circumſtances being ſuch, which 
ir is notorious they are, T ſhould hardly 
think it poſſible that any one ſhould caſt 
any Refl:Rion upon the Government for 
maintaining a Standing Force, unleſs it 
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which I have juſt now mentioned; 
Ihe) who are actuated by Fat Ne. 
| as ridiculous as that Fear which has cauſed 
(00k ſome Men to kill themſelves for the Dread 
Wilt f Death, 
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IF there be any whoſe Reſentments 
againſt a Standing Army are ſo great, as 
% make them prefer theſe delightful Cir- 
cumſtances to ir (and to ſuch a Pitch of 
i Folly, as abſurd as ir appears, the Vio- 
00 lence of Prejudice and Paſſion has hurricd 

ſome Men) let me caution them only, 
that before they ſuffer their Indignation 
ro carry them 100 far, they conſider whe- 


00 main, 
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cher this mizhty Grievance may not re- 


were thoſe who are avowed Abettors of ij 
that hateful Cauſe, the Conſequences 4 | 


3 1 
main, though that was to happen which 
ae prefer to it. Let me preſs them to 


1 ask their Conſciencæs this Queſtion, Which 
9 | would be moſt grievors to them, an Army 
with Liberty and Property, or an Army 
WM with Popery and Slavery > Let them an- 
Y wer fairly, and they muſt confeſs, that if 
no Standing Forces were maintained in 
England, the Pretender would in all pro- 


ability be our King in a very little time; 


end they muſt alſo alibte, that he could 
hot keep the Crown when he had got it, 

without a .Standing Army: And what is 
Yorke, this Army would probably conſiſt 
of Foreigners, to whoſe Aſſiſtance he 
muſt principally owe his Succeſs: Fo- 
| reign Papiſts too, who as Papiſis would 
"Think it their Duty to perſecute, and as 
Foreieners would have no Mercy, no Com- 
| p: (lion i in the Perſecution, 


VS 


4 TH ERE is alſo another Eirenniſtints 
Which muſt inevitably render ſuch a Stand- 


ig Force much more numerous, and con- 
ſequently much more terrible to the Na- 


tion. As it would be impoſſible for the 


wy fr 
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Pretender to be eſtabliſhed here without 2 
the Aid of a foreign Prince; ſo it is moſt 3 
15 certain, that no foreign Prince would af- x 
13 ford him that Aſſiſtance, without making 
ſome Stipulation for himſelf in return for 
ir. This Stipulation would probably be of 
ſuch a Nature as that which the Saxons * 
obtained for the Succour they gave the 
Britons ; ſome conſiderable Territories in 
| the Bowels of the Kingdom; and no 
"a doubr bur the ſame Ute would” be made ; 
9 of that Territory : It would be ſoon filled 
with Soldiers, kepr there to watch a fa- 
vourable Opportuniry of ſeizing that 
Crown to themſetves,. which they had be- 
fore defended for another. It is eaſy to 
be imagined, that this Situation would 
require a Janding Army, very different 
from that which we maintain at preſent. 
4 Not only more numerous, as they would 
have a numcrous Army to contend with; 
not only more expenſive, as they would 
|, be continually employ d; but more inde- 
(1 pendent of the Nation, as they could be 
| leſs ſubject to be called to account by the 
0 Legiſlature, in a time of Confal on, than a 
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I is evident from what has been ſaid, 
| that the natural Conſequence of dizband- 
| ing the Army, would be a Revolution in 
| our Government : A Revolution which muſt 
2 COD introduce a Change in our Reli- 
I gion, and a Change in our Conſtitution ; 

but which would make no Alteration in 
1 | on Point which is complained of, the Point 
» bof a Standing Force, unleſs it ſhould be 
in this Particular, the Increaſe of its Num- 
ę⁊7 7 bers, and the Angmentation-ql of its — 


— 


t KD: don't doubt but it will be ſaid, in 
. . oppoſition to this Argument, that the In- 
o tereſt of the Pretender in this Kingdom 
d is at too low an Ebb to be apprehended, 
r though we had no Army at all. It will 
t. be ſaid, that 1 make a very poor Com- 
d £1 pliment to his Majeſty, to ſuppoſe his In- 
; "fluence fo weak, that he cannot be ſup. 
Id ak ported without a Standing Force; and 
oe. © that to hint any Thing of that Kind, 
ſeems to imply that his Conduct has been 


ſuch as to render his Goyernment Altes. 
ble to the Nation. 
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WHAT 1 have ſaid: wich relation to 


the Neceſſity of ſupporting his Maje/ty 
by a Standing Force, cannot with any 
ſhew of Juſtice be conſtrued to be any 
Reflection upon his Conduct ſince his 


Acceſſion to the Throne, It is too appa- 


rent, that his Majeſty has religiouſly ad- 
hated to the mutual Compact between 
him and his People; and it is too noto- 
rious, that he has ever made the Laws of 


the Land the Meaſure of his Govern- 
ment. The Reflection which my Words 


contain, falls upon another Quarter; not 
upon the Prince, but upon the People, 


Whoſe fickle Diſpoſitions and reſtleſs Spi- 


rits incline them continually to new Fe- 
volutions, and render them deſirous of 


Change; not ſufficiently conſidering the 


Bleſſings of their preſent Condition, and 
the Aſeries, or at leaſt the Uncertainty 


of that which would probably in chat 
Caſe Nac | * 


J heartily wiſh chat the Pretender's Tn- 


: tereſt may be at ſo /ow an Ebb, and the 


Minds 


_ 


£7 WW wa Yo 


thoſe Fears, cannot deny that we have 


X79) 


I Minds of the People ſo entirely united, 


1 that nothing may be apprehended from the 


| Influence of the one, nor the Inconſtancy 
of the other. But allowing that to be the 


1 Caſe, there ſtill ſubſiſts the ſtrongeſt Rea - 
* ſon for a Standing Army. Though our 


Apr rehenſions of the Pretender may be 
groundleſs, or at leaſt may be with Confi- 


dence aſſerted to be ſo, becauſe it is an 


' Hiovidious Task to go about to prove the 


4 Pr, Yer the Perſons who ridicule 


caſon to guard againſt the numerous 


Troops of our neighbouring Princes. They 


uſt- confeſs, that all rhe Powers on the 


Cuontinent have within this af Century 
Y "infinitely encreaſed their Regular Forces; 
and owning this, they will find it difficulc 


to ſhew it reaſonable, in point of Poli- 


ficbe, for us not to do the ſame. Force 
can be only repelled by Force; and Self- 


4 ceſeryation teaches us, that if our Ene- 
Ines are always in a Condition to 47 


\ Tack uc, we ought ro kcep ourſelyes al- 
gays in a Poſturc of Defence. 
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IT is certain, indeed, that the Poli- 
ticks of England formerly were to guard 


againſt a foreign Invaſion by a naval Force. 


Our principal Dependance was then, as 


ic ought always to be, in large Fleets 


and numerous Squadrons. Our Situation 


points this out to us, and ſhews us that 


the Sea is our moſt natural Defence. But 
ſtill that Confidence in our natural Fortifi- 
cation was not fo great, that no regard 


which then in all reſpects equall d, in 
ſome, eſpecially in Numbers, exceeded 


our preſent Standing Army, were con- 


ſtantly made ready upon any Emergency: 


So that we find a Land Force thought 


neceſſary to our Preſervation in all Ages. 


WERE the Militia of England 
now, what the Malittia was then; were 
the Condition of Europe now, what its 


Condition was then; were the Armies of 
adjacent Princes now, the ſame Armies 


they were then: the ſame kind of Army 


would likewiſe be moſt convenient for 


us; 


was had to any other. The Militia, 


588 
N 5 * 
oy 7 4 Y GE 
S 7 


( 29) 

Ius; our Militia would then be the moſt 
che Army, and any other Force of chat 
Kind would be a dangerous and e 
Burden upon the Subj, But what 1 
Tie Militia of England now ? A vile Mob, 
* e rab, undiſciplined ; taken from the 
Plough, unaccu/tomed to the Toils of War, 
rachuainted with the very Smell of Pow- 
9 ger, and Strangers to the Sight of Blood, 
5 Þnalcſs what they may have ſcen acciden- 


2 


he Men on ' vihoſs Bravety we ought to 


| Ferries, our Reliaion } Arc theſ the 11 PI 


F e 8 to entruſt with tho 175 tion 


/ To 2 this would be to c 4 


© S$oth them and the Nation ro incvitable 


Ruin. Nor is ir any Diſparagement to 


the Enaliſo Courage, to look upon them 


bentrained and ignorant of military Diſci 


| pline, as unable to reſiſt a well governed 


6 and experienced Army. Their "perſonal 
4 Brarcey is as 5 grea it as it ever was, an 
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dition to diſpute with us the Superiority 


Battle Ships ; 
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perhaps greater ſtill than that of any o- 
ther Nation; and were they to engage 
with the Miluia of any other Country, 1 
ſhould be under no Apprehenſions for , 
them. Nay, the very Standing Army, in 
defence of which J write, conſiſts of the 


ſame Perſons, zmprov'd by Cuſtom, and 


enured to Dangers. 


AS the Affairs of Europe are alter d 
in this Circumſtance of their Troops, ſo 
they are alſo very materially changed in 


many other Particulars. The S is no 
longer that invincible Barrier to us, which 
ic formerly was. As Navigation is im- 


proved, it is extended to dillon Coun- 
tries, and other Nations bear ſome Part 


with us in the Empire of the Ocean. The 
Dutch a few Years ſince were in a Con- 


over that Element, The Spaniards have 
at this Hour above fifty Sail of Line of 
and the French Fleets are 
now ſo conſiderable in Conjunction with 
theirs, that their Nava! Preparations at 
this Moment alarm all Europe. The Nor- 


Hern 


11468 2 


= I 35 9 

thern Powers too are far from being in- 
F conſiderable in rhis Particular, and the 
$ Muſcovites are able to fit out very conſi- 


Jaſcertained, becauſe their Numbers conti- 
Inually encreaſe. Thus we ſee that we 
Fare not only liable ro a Deſcent by Sur- 
rice, but that our Neighbours are even 
Tote ro attack us openly upon the Sca ; 


Jus co rely entirely upon the Favour of the 
3 e or Weather, or to hazard all upon 
The Event of one deciſive Eng gagement, 
1 Experience has taught us, that we ought 
1 ot to depend fingly upon the Services of 
She Navy; and Hiſtory ſhews us, that 
Fardly any Invaſion has been fruſtrated 
1 by their Means. The Duke of Alonmuth, 
5 The Prince of Orange, and even the Pre. 
Fender in the laſt Reign, landed upon on: 
rss in ſpight of all Oppoſition from 


pur Fleets ; nor is it pollible for them en 
40 guard compleatly fo vaſt a Coaſſ. 

z THE nated Condition of the King. 
| Pom of Eugland is another ee 


E 2 which 


2 


I derable Fleets, which are hardly to be 


Waurely then it would not be prudent in 
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which renders a ſanding Army abſolutely] ; 


neceſſary. If the Nation will not ſuffer an 78 


Fortifications, or any Places of Soph 3 
from Apprehenſions that ſome ambitious? 


Prince may one time or other make uſed l 


of them, to eſtabliſh himſelf in an n 
trary Sovercgnty; tho ſuch 4 prehenfuons? 


may be highly reaſonable, yet at the ſame? 


time they muſt ſupply that Dif. fomel ö 
other way. If the Enemy ſhould ever land, | 
and gain but one Battle, we have no Gar. 


rom ro ſtop his progreſs, and to give ul f 
time to rally and recruit our Forces; be f 


muſt inſtantly become Maſter of the Fj ld, 1 
and at the ſame time Conqueror of Eng. 
land. This being the Conſequence of one 
Defeat, we ought to bg very careful rol 
 grard againſt an Accident ſo fatal, which 
can be done no other way than by aIwãays 


having ready a conſiderable Army. 


IF any Man duly reflects upon 0 Cir 


cumſtances, and conſiders the Territorics 


which our Troops are to defend; 


it will! 


be much moro natural for him to entertain] 
Apprchenſions from their being too fea 
: "than ö 


( 33) 
than their being too many. The flanding 
Forces, which our modern Patriots exclaim 


England, amount indeed to 30000 Men, 
cho it is improperly called the Engliſh 
Army, becauſe but 18000 of that Num- 
ber arc paid by England. But let us ſee in 
what manner theſe Troops are 4% oſed, 

and how it can be ever poſſible for them 
to be empl y by the Crown againſt the 


of them are quartered in Ireland, a con- 
ſiderable number in col land, and ſo many 
at Gibraltar, Minorca, and the Weſt Indies, 
that thoſe which remain in England, never 
excecd Ten thouſand Men. Thus they are 
to be divided, that no body will-pretend 


they were never to be anited. Let us then 
examine a little farther, whether it would 


be poſſible for the Crown to effect this 
Union. e 


The 12000 1 upon the Triſh Eſta- 
bliſhment, are perhaps the moſt neceſſary 
Troops in his Majeſty s Dommiuns., The 
4. WE: * a g , cld 


apainſt, and call the Stanamg Army of 


Liberties of the People. Twelve thouſand 


there could be any danger from them, if 
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old Iriſß are all Papiſts, and yet enter. 


| tain their antient Animoſities to the Eng- 


{ip Nation, and to the Proteſtant Religion. 
In number they are to the Proteſtants as at 
leaſt eight to one: So that of one Million 
eight hundred thouſand Souls, which that 
Kingdom is ſaid to contain, one Million 
ſix hundred thouſand are Papiſts; all 
actuated by the ſame bloody Principles, 
which they have ſo often manifeſted in 
their frequent Rebellions ; all ready upon 


the /caſt Encouragement, to take up Arms in 


favour of any Foreign Power; all waiting 


with Inpatience for a lucky Conjuncture, to 


ſhake off the Engliſh Yoke, to recover 


their E/tates, and to re-eſtabliſh their own 


Religion. 


IT is very plain, that the Proteſtants 
there, who amount at moſt but to 200000, 
are not alone able jto keep under ſo great 


a Number of a d:#ferent Perſuaſion. And 


if they were alone able, perhaps it might 
not be prudent to truſt them alone with 
ſuch a Commiſſion. The Engliſh for a con- 


ſiderable time paſt, have found it neceſſary, 
from 


(35) 


from the State of their Commerce, and from 
other political Conſiderations, to debar 
them of ſome Privileges in Trade, and to 
cramp them in ſome Particulars, which they 
loudly complain of Both Proteſtants and 
Papiſts are equally involved in theſe Diffi- 
culties. They call this a rigorous Treat- 
ment, and are ſo far alienated in their 
Affections by ir, that they are with reaſon 
ſuſpected of being equally willing to ſhake 
oft their Dependence upon us. This will 
ever be the caſe whilſt they remain a ſepa- 
rate Kingdom. From whence we ſec, that 
the Army of Ireland is abſolutely neceſſary 


upon all Accounts; and we likewiſe, ſee that 


the Condition of that Country is ſuch, that 
no Prince could withdraw from thence any 
very conſiderable Body of Forces, without 
riſquing palpably the Loſs of that Kingdom. 
J have but one thing farther to obſerve 
upon this Head; that as that Army appears 
abſolutely neceſſary to ſecure the Depen- 
dence of Ireland upon England, and as it 
appears alſo, that it is in no depree dan- 
Cerous, ſo neither is it in any fort an ER. 
pence to Great Britain. 


AS 


26 ) 


A. S for that part of he Army which is 
now employ'd in Scotland, let any Gentle» 
man give himſelf the trouble to look back 
even upon their lateſt Conduct, and he will 
find that their Fidelity is owing to nothing 
bur their Apptehenſions of thoſe Troops. 
What greater Evidence of their Importance 
can there be, then the Bill now depending 


in Parliament to diſarm a very great part 


of that Kingdom? And the ſame Circum- 
ſtance that proves then Neceſſity of an Army 


in that Country, likewiſe proves that no 
Prince can be able with Safety to himſelf, 


to withdraw that Army from thence, to 
employ it againſt the Liberties of any 
other part of his Dominions. 


1 ſhall ſay very little to the Forces we 


maintain in the Weſt-1ndres. They are 


very few in number, and there is no reafon 
to fear any ill Conſequence from them, 
They are likewiſe ſo neceſſary, that I wiſh 
we may not in ſome time find ourſelves 
obliged ro maintain a much larger Force 


in thoſe Colonie s. 2 
AS 
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AS for the Troops which ſerve at Port- 
: Mahon or Gibraltar, the Gentlemen who 
A moſt exclaim againſt a ſtanding Army, by 
Art and popular Clamaur, have made that 
part of it neceſſary now, if it were not 
Ircally ſo before. If that Expence ſhould 
L prove unneceſſary, or if it ſhould be found 
YA hereafter dangerous, we know at whoſe 


3 door to lay it. Ik it ſhould be found, they 


vo roar'd moſt loudly againſt Profuſion of 
Treaſure; they who have inveigh'd moſt 
3 ſtrenuouſly againſt thoſe Politicks which 


engage Great Britain in Diſputes upon 


the Continent, have themſelves been guilty 
3 of both, to gratify their own private Piques, 
or to ſerve their own private Ends; what 


EZ Reward ſhall be thought proper for them ? 


or rather what Puniſhment invented ade- 
gquate to their Crimes? Thus much I will 
venture to ſay, that if che People of Ex- 
land have reaſon to look upon any part cf 
their Forces wich a jealous Eye, it is tha 

part of them employ'd in the Mediterra- 
nean. The Troops quarter d eicher in 
Scotland or Irela ud, as T have obſerv d be- 


fore, from the Importance and the Cir- 
F cumltances 


„ 
cumſtances of thoſe Countries, can never be 8 
taken from the Station they are upon; 
becauſe the Prince who attempts that, muſt 8 
loſe thoſe Kingdoms inevitable by it. Bur 
on the other hand, if an ambitious Prince E 

4 ſhould have occaſion for the Service of the 1 
„ Troops in Minorca or Gibraltar, he might 
1 raze that Fortreſs as one of his Predeceſſors 
did Tangier; and would no doubt be well 9 
ſatisfy d to purchaſe arbitrary Power over 3 
the reſt of his Territories by the loſs of that 
one Place. 5 
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UPON the whole. it appears n 9 
From all theſe Conſiderations, that tho' 
the National Army conſiſts of 30,900 
Men, the Nation bears the Expence of no 
more than 18,000. It appears likewiſe 
farther, that 8, ooo of that Number are ſo 

_ diſperſed, and otherwiſe ſo neceſſarily em- 
ploy d, that it would not be poſſible for a 


Prince ever ſo ill diſpoſed, to make uſe of F 
any conſiderable part of them to endan- 
ger the Liberties of the Publick. There 
remain therefore no more than 10,000 
Men, to ſerve as a Foundation to all the 
flaming Speeches in Parliament, all the C/a- 

mours 
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mours of deſigning Men, all the Avpre- 
Henſions of weak Men, and all the inſolent 
Ke ftections of wicked Men upon his Ma- 
jeſhh and his Government. 


AND now I] ſubmit it ſeriouſly to the 
Conſcience of every impartial Man, whe- 
ther it is to be conceived that fo ſmall a 
Body of Troops could have it in their 
Poder, if they could in their Inclination, 
to endanger the Conſtitution > Both the 
one and the other are equally impoſſible. 
'Y What a Force upon the Reaſon, and v hat 
Ja Rejlefion upon the Courage of the People 
of England, mull it be, to inſinuate that 
nine Millions could be enſlaved by the Arms 
of ten thouſand What Shifts and Incon- 
ſiſtencies are they driven to by the Weak- 
neſs of their Argument, who at one time 
aſſert that the natural Bravery of the 
Engliſh is alone ſufficient ro protect chem 
againſt the Inſults and Tnvaſions of al! 
Europe; and are obliged in the ſame Breath 
to affirm, that the nine hundredth part af 
their own Number is able to ſtrip them of 
every thing that is neareſt and deareſt them: 
How are we to account for that Mages 

F 2 Powe 


(49) f 
Power of the Red Coat and Bandaliers, by 
which the Perſon inveſted with them, is | 
enabled ro do ſuch mighty Feats, and raiſed 3 
ſo much above the reſt of Human Racc | 


"8 he Army wants ; Power, ſo alſo it 
moſt certainly muſt want Inclination to 
overturn its Country. To hint any thing 
to the contrary, is the greateſt Injuſtice 
to them, and at the ſame time the greateſt 
Abſurdity. Conſider them either as Q li- 
cers or Suldiers, the Abſurdity is ſtill the 
ſame. Who are the Officers of this tre- 
mendous Army? moſt of them Men of 
the ff Rank both for Quality and For: 
zune in the Kingdom. Can any one then | 
imagine, that they who have the greateſt 
Property to preſerve, ſhould be the firſt 
to deſtroy Property? Can it be ſuppoled, 
that they whoſe Privileges depend upon 
the Confinement of the os zative, ſhould 
be the ſirſt ro render that Prerogatiue un- 
bounded 2 Or is it to be ſuſpected, that 
they whoſe Authority, whoſe Titles and 
Deenities, or at leaſt the Advantages at- 
tendant on them, fo much depend upon 
thoſe Refir1citons which the Princes of 


England 


2.8 1 " 
1 


_ 


Pneland lie under ; is it to be conceived T - 
fay, that theſe ſhould be the firſt to take 
away thoſe Reſtrictions ; ? 


AS to the private Wee, if poſſible, 


ſtill lefs can be apprehended from them; 


all Natives of the Kingdom of Liberty; 
their Blood boils with the Spirit of Liberty. 


That Spirit delivered down to them by 


their Anceſtors for a thouſand Generations, 
is as cloſely rivered in them as their very 
Souls, and as impoſlible to be work'd our, 
While the leaſt Breath of Lyfe remains: 


That Life which their Forefathers only 


priz d, becauſe they might devote it to the 


|. publick Good. What Reaſon have we then 


to think our Countrymen degenerate 5 We 
have but one, and that is, to find an Eng- 
liſoman capable of believing this of Eng- 
4 bine n. 


BUT tho theſe glorious Principles 
ſhould be now extinf, and a ſpacc of 
twenty or thirty years have been able to 
effect an Alteration which as many Cen- 
turies had never made before, ſtill have 
we no reaſon for theſe Apprehenſions. 

8 Innu- 
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Innumerable other Conſiderations inſure 
their Duty to their Country. The Me- 
thod of their Diſpoſition in Time of Peace 
is a great Security to the Publick. They 
are not ſhut up in Garriſon Towns, like 
the Forces of other Princes, where they 
would encourage one another in a brutal 
Ferocity, and depriv'd of the Company 
of their Fellow · Subjects, imagine them- 
ſelves of a different Species from them, 
but quarter'd up and down in private 
Houſes, and ſubject to the Civil Magi- 
rates as well as the-reſt of the Nation. 
They look upon themſelves to be the ſame 
People, and to have the /ame Intereſts : 
They imbibe the ſame Principles, and 
enter into Familiarities and Friendſhips, 
which are the ſtrongeſt Ties of Fidelity: 
They enjoy the ſame Privileges, the ſame 
Immunities, the ſame Lzberties ; nor could 
they aboliſh. rh of their eee 
without ſtriking at che Root of their own: | 

Nor could they enſlave the Nation, with- 
out enſlaving their own Families ; without 
robbing their own Sons of their Birth right, 
and the Birthright of every Subject of 
England : Nor could they thus new modet 
tho 9 
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the Britiſh Conſtitution, without applying 
their Swords to the Throats of their Pa- 
rents, their Childien, their Brothers, and 
their Friends, without inyolving all that is 
molt valuable to them in one general Ruin: 
Nor could they fo much as make the At- 
tempt, without offering themſelves, and even 
the Prince, a Sacrifice to the Prince's Aunbi- 
tion; for this is a Maxim which conſtant 
Experience has render'd inconteſtable, That 
no Prince in England can endeavour after 
arbitrary Power, but both himſelf and the 
Unſtruments by him employed in that 
agitious Attempt, muſt fall a Victim to 
che /½ſt Indignation of the People, = 


J hope the Weight of theſe Arguments 
will appear as great to others as it does 
to me. I think the Truth of chem is 
fufficiently evinced by numerous Examples 
in our own modern Hiſtory ; And I can 
bring two or three very ſtrong Inftances 
in the Jaſt Century, to ſhew how much 
the Army think themſelves intereſted” in 
the national I/ fare; nay, even to prove 
that they have been the actual Guardians 
of the Conſtitution. 


TEE 
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TE firſt Infance I ſhall offer, is that 
of the Grand Rebellion it ſelf, in which 
we find the Army active, nay effectually 
active, in oppoſing the arbitrary Encroach- 
ments of a Prince who, unfortunately for 
himſelf as well as his Country, had no 
other View but that of enſlaving his Sub- 
ba. jects, and no other Pleaſure bur that of 
. oppreſſing his People: I ſay, in this they 
„ were effectually active; for they gave a 
„ Loeſſon to all his Succeſſors, which will 
„ | hinder any that have common Prudence 
„ from treading in the ſame Paths. On 
6 this Occaſion perhaps they went too far: 
"hh But then how hard is it for human Pru- 
dence to be perfect, and how difficult in 
War Times of ſuch Extremity to avoid being 
8 led aſtray by Men whoſe Arts and Pre- 
ceences for the publick Good, were capable 
9 of deceiving even in Times of cooleſt Con- 
. ſideration ? *Tis true, they were deceived; 
(10M but they were not corrupt; they were led 
„ into Error, but their Principles were ſtill 
V the ſame: And afterwards, by the Reſton 

„ ration of Charles II. they evidently prov'd, 
„ | chat 
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What the fa/ſ# Steps they had taken were 


Jowing to the Extravagance of their Zeal 
for Liberty; but their real Intention was 


only to ſecure the Conſtitution, and not 
Ito overthrow it. And theſe were the 


perſons who after the whole Frame of Go- 


vernment had been entirely diſſolved by 


the Tyranny of the Prince, the Ambion 
Jof private Men, and a general Confuſion, 


Wreſtored the ſame Form of Government 
gain, and leſt it to their Poſterity ſafe 


4 by entire, but more ſecure, by the Ex- 


Paples they had made of thoſe who en- 


9 Jeavoured to Aale it. 


8 
' 1 


TH E ſecond 8 I ſhall bring, is 


more to the Point, and demonſtrates TY 


by all Contradiction, that the Army 
will never ſupport the Prince in Arbitrary 
Peer I ſpeak now of the Conduct of 


E King Famess Army. This was literally a 


Landing Army, maintained againſt the 
enſe of Parliament, conſiſting of 30,000 


WJ Men, made up in great part of Iriſh Pa- i 


< AED 


Fits yet this very Army, numerous, 
1 on the Crown, and modelled as 


7 
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6 Prince 


ic was, deſerted him, and called in the 
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Prince of Orange to protect their Li. 
bertres. 2 


all mention but one Inſtance more 4 

of their gerzrous Behaviour, which, as it is 3 
of a later Date, will ſerve to ſhew that 
the ſame Spirit {till ſubſiſts in our Troops. ; 
It is well 4 ty that at the latter End | 
of the Reign of Queen Anne the Plan was 
laid, and vigorouſſy purſued, for bringing Þ : 
in the Pretender; the Queen herſelf was 
at the Bottom & the Scheme ; the Narion, f 
nay the very Parliament irſelf, were ſo 
artfully managed, and to that degree cor. 1 
Tupted, that great numbers were ready to 3 
Join in the Attempt, and rhe reſt deſpair | 
of being able to prevent it. Thus every | 
Circumſtance ſeemed to concur in the | 
Ruin both of our Religion and Liberties, | 
when the Army gloriouſly interpoſed, as it 
had done before. Their principal Leaders | 
Wl enter'd into Aſſociations againſt it; which 
| alarmed the Miniſtry, diſconcerted and 
„ e the immediate Execution of 
„ thcir pernicious Deſigns, and by the Con- 
6 currence of a lucy Circumſtance enabled 
1 his late Mzjeſy to mount that Throne 
„ without 
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without any Oppoſition, which had other- 
wiſe been a conſiderable time before in 


the Poſſeſſion of the Pretender. 


ARE theſe the Men by whom our 
Conſtitution is endanger'd? Or have we 


2 Reaſon to fall into ſuch diſmal Frights, 
A fach childith Pannicks about an fin; 
Is there either Reaſon or Gratitude in ſuch 
= Su/vicion. A Standing Army has not ſub- 


ſiſted in England but ſince the Revolution; 
and upon every occaſion that has bnce 


WW offer'd, they have ſhewn themſelves the 
moſt zealous Advocates, and have proved 
themſelves the moſt ectual Defenders of 
Liberty. Shall they be called Patriots who 
cenſure and reflect upon thoſe Troops 
"2 who have ſo gallantly ſaved the Conſtitu- 
4 tion? The Army much better deſerve 
that Appellation. The others only en- 


deavour to prejudice the Nation againſt 


thoſe who have deſerved well of them; 


and to enflame the People againſt a Set 


| of Men, who at leaſt, if an Evil them. 
ſelves, are neceſſary to prevent a greater. 


This Conduct can tend to nothing bur ro 
Create Cf. en, or to make the Army 
0-4 realiy 


. e 
really as bad as they unjuſtly inſinuate | y 
to be: For this is certain, that if any s ! 
will make an hone/t Man a Traitor, it is 
the Indignation of being unjuſtly /« Hected. 3 


57.5 FTE R-I have ſaid this, I ſhall fab. 
mit ir to the Judgment of my Reade 
how far an Army not maintained by the 1 
Prinze, but kept up only by Parliament, 3 
| map differ from an Army paid out of che 2 
1 Prince's Purſe, and ſingly ſubſiſting by his 
il Authority. I ſhall leave it farther to the : 
ſame Conſideration, how far an Army ſub- | 
fiſting only from Tear to Tear, varied an- 
nually, and {paid by Parliament, may an- 
wer to the Idea generally convey'd by : 
thoſe terrible Words, a Standing Army. 
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6 I have now pretty fully diſcuſſed thoſe : 
" BWW Points which I propoſed to conſider in the 
| - Beginning of my Paper. I have ſhewn, 
Wl that a Standing Army in general is not ſo 
|| dangerous as it is repreſented to be; that 
tit is unjuſtly eſteemed the Bane of Liberty; 
|! cdtat it is à Remedy neceſſary to decayd 
Political Conſtitutions; wrongfully accuſed 
„ of being the Ruin of thoſe Conſtitutions 
Wl 1 i : which 


* 


Occaſions. 
undeceive my Countrymen, to remedy the 
Conſequences of an accurſed Affectation- 
of Popularity in ſome Men, and to ſhew 
how ill grounded thoſe Clamours are which 
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which are already incurable by Corruption, 
and which nothing can preſerve. I have 
likewiſe ſhewn in particular, that the 
Roman Army was not the true Cauſe of 
the Ruin of the Roman Empire ; and I 


have farther pointed out the material Dif- 


ferences between the Armies of Great 


Britain and thoſe of other Nations. I 


have demonſtrated not only the abſolute 


Neceſſity this Country is under to have a 
Standing Army; but J have endeavoured to 
do that Standing Army Juſtice, in ſhewing 


how nobly they have hitherto ſerved the 


Cauſe of Liberty, and how ready they are 


to maintain the ſame Cauſe again on all 


My only Deſtre has been to 


have been induſtriouſly ſpread, to alienate 
the Affections of his Majeſty's Subjects, 
incenſe them without Reaſon againſt his 


: _ Miniſters, and to render the very Parliament 


odious to the People they repreſent ; or, 
in other words, to plunge the Nation into 
a State of Confuſion, which they have goad 
Grounds 


(50 
Grounds to know js the only State that 
can be ever propitions to themſelves. 


FOR the ſame Reaſons T think 1 ought 
to acquaint, or remind the People of Eng- 
land, that the Forces of the Landgrave of 
Hleſſe, 1 2000 Men, which the Neceſſity 
of Affairs oblig d us to keep in our Pay 


much longer than any one deſir'd, (except- | 


ing thoſe who made Advantage of their 
Declamations on ſo unpopular a Topick) 
have been lately diſmiſs'd our Service. I 
hope the Publick will do that Juſtice to 


the Adminiſtration, to conclude from 


thence, that they are always ready to take 
any Opportunity which the Circumſtan- 
ces of the Nation: will permit, to lighten 
the Burdens of the People. It can never 
be ſuppos'd that they: alone find Eaſe un- 
der thoſe Burdens; on the contrary, they 
hie much heavier upon their Shoulders, 
than upon any other Perſon's in the King- 


dom. 


T ſhall beg leave alſo to acquaint or re- 


mind them of anot her conſiderable Charge 


which has been lately ſaved to the Pub- 
lick, 


r A 15 De? 
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8 755 that of the Subſidies to the Duke of 

Halfenbuttle and King of Sweden. I rake 
br the Liberty to do this myſelf, becauſe the 
g- Gentlemen on the other Side of the Que- 


af ſtion have never Good-Narure enough to 
acquaint the Publick with what would be 


4 agreeable to them; their Intelligence only 
4 conſiſts in the moſt melancholly Account.of 
tf Affairs that either Truth or Invention can 


0 N ſupply them with. It may ſeem perhaps a 


7 W litcle our of Seaſon to do this now; bur ] 
* do it becauſe I am confident ſuch Art has 

been uſed to conceal theſe Circumſtances, 

= : that two thirds of the People do ſtill 

. compute the Standing - Army of England 


_ Vith the Addition of the Troops of Swe. 
= den, Molfenbuttle and Heſſe. 


n- T have been already much to tedious, 
and therefore I ſhall ſay but one word 


man. It ought to be obſerv'd, that whilſt 
© theſe Forces were maintained, a Foreign 
Army was repreſented as the moſt perni- 
cious Army to the Nation, from the ex- 


it. "Me Nomen they are diſmiſſed, the 
5 Tables 


more upon the Conduct of theſe Gentle- 


travagant Drains of Caſh occaſioned by 


. 


(1 


Tables are turned M7 our Liberties are 


inſtantly to be devoured by an Engliſh Ar- 


my. And thus without eicher Shame or 
Remorſe, they condemn one Day what 
the next they approve, and approve the 
next what the Day before they condemned. 
They ſhew themſelves. ſteady to ho Prin- 
ciple but one, and that is to diſtreſs. his 


Majeſty and: his Miniſters, becauſe he is 


roo wiſe to admit them into their Poſts. If 
that Misfortune were to fall upon the Na- 
tion, thoſe very Gentlemen would be the 
laſt to adviſe the disbanding that Army 
they now exclaim againſt; they would 
find the Neceſſiy of continuing their old 
Practice, and purſuing thoſe Meaſures 
themſelves Whieln they blame in others. 
Nor could they be. able, if in chat Station, 
to give Any one tolerable Reaſon for vary- 
ing from the Conduct of the preſent Ad- 
miniſtration in this Particular; unleſs they 
uſed this Argument, that che people loſing 
by their Removal from among them the 
principal Promoters of Sedition and Abet 
. tors of Rebellion, the publick 8 
ty as be more Fears 7 


* FTE 


